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everybody had had a good feed, about thirty of the natives
were induced to come into the camp. Hides was astounded to
find that the men were clean and light-skinned, and had mops
of brown hair adorned with flowers. They all had bone daggers
stuck in cane girdles round their waists. Then the chief, who
was a big, bearded fellow with a cassowary quill through his
nose, came forward and made a long speech. Illustrating his
remarks with the jawbone of a pig, he made it clear that ahead
there were thousands of people, but that they did not want the
steel the strangers had offered as presents. Apparently the local
currency was in cowrie shell, and the chief was disappointed
when the explorers had none to offer. Hides produced a mirror,
but when the chief saw his own face he jumped back and
ordered the glass to be returned to the white men.

By this time the natives had apparently come to the con-
clusion that the white men were not to be feared, and as the
party moved off next morning the police noticed that an
ambush had been prepared along the banks of a creek. Hides
fired a shot over the ambushed men, who promptly fled, and
the police pelted the arrogant chief with pebbles.

At the next village a timely present of some sugar produced
the information that the Waga Furari (Purari) lay to the east-
ward, and for the next few days the natives in the great valley
were friendly and good progress was made. At length a great
mountain, named Mount Jubilee, was sighted, and it was clear
that the Kikori rose somewhere on its flanks. Now they began
to pass out of the great valley they had entered and reached a
land where the natives were not so friendly. Before long yodel-
ling started on both sides, and a large crowd of natives was
observed to be closing in on the expedition. A few shots were
fired over their heads, and the yodelling at once ceased whilst
the men stood in amazement. After this the natives seemed to
think it diplomatic to feign friendship, but they would provide
only the most miserable food supplies. Moreover, they tried to
ambush the explorers as they moved along a creek next day,
but O'MaUey succeeded in beating off the attack. Fortunately,
a native guide made friends and led them to his village, where
good food was obtained, and thence he took them towards a
large mountain (Mount Champion) where the Purari rises.